
 

Among the many traditions of the Ladies Home, the Tree of Memoriam may 

be the most spiritually significant. To remember means not that one has    

forgotten, but rather that for a moment one chooses to place a memory in 

the forefront of thought. This year we welcome Reverend Ayers of Crater       

Community Hospice as our keynote speaker. It is a privilege to share such a 

significant moment of connectivity to the human spirit with those who share 

an inherent regard for the memory of those gone before us.    
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It has been said that to exist is to change, to change 

is to mature and to mature is to go on creating oneself      

endlessly. Though methodology changes the core mission of 

an organization such as Petersburg Home for Ladies carries 

on undaunted. As we look towards the year ahead, we find 

ourselves not only approaching the threshold of the new 

year’s celebration but also entering into a new leadership regime. In                

November 2021 Petersburg Home for Ladies enthusiastically welcomed Jessica 

Hancock as the Administrator of Record for the Ladies’ Home. With over a  

decade’s worth of healthcare administrative work within the Tri-Cities, and 

with instant rapport both with residents and staff alike, Mrs. Hancock has     

created astounding momentum toward large visionary goals in the short time 

she has been serving our community. We are privileged to have such a fine 

leader at the helm as we turn the corner into a new year and a new chapter in 

the history of Petersburg Home for Ladies. 



 

The story of Petersburg Home for Ladies is much like the story of Christmas. Humble beginnings, 

partnered with opportunity and determination, create something far greater than any one person 

can truly comprehend. The legacy of the Petersburg Home for Ladies is particularly reflected 

throughout our building during the Christmas season in the décor chosen to represent both the 

traditions of the Home and the contemporary ideals which lay the groundwork for our future. 

When walking our halls you will discover reds, golds, greens  

and silvers while being embraced by myriads of poinsettias.  

Tradition is found woven within the angels, stars, bows and  

ribbons which grace our various Christmas features.   

Spectacularly lit reindeer quietly watch over our courtyard areas 

while birds, berries and other such colloquial what-nots are found 

poised upon the branches of our Christmas trees. 

As savory apple dishes turn into spiced pumpkin treats, and the scent of 

nutmeg fades into the smell of fresh baked gingerbread, we are reminded 

that the holiday season is like the winter itself in that it is a time of respite 

and repose. The truly valuable aspects of life abound in the traditions we 

cherish and the laughter we share. From daintily seasoned turkey breast 

and salted southern ham to fine Christmas cocktails and delectable  

peppermint delights, the celebration of the season is fully under way.  


